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166 East Rock Road 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 
12 February 1950 


me dead 
Mrs. John Pharr Jo 
New Iberia, Louisiana 


Dear irs’. Pharr 


So far I have been able to prove the parentage of Nabby Mc Rae (the name 
is spelled McRaa, McRay, etc., in Connecticut records), but not that of Nathan 
Norton, Nabby (nickname for Abigail) McRae was the daughter of a JAMES and 
KEZIAH (STILSON) McRAY and Keziah Stilson was the daughter of Benjamin and 
Abigail (------) Stilson, I have consulted all available vital records, land 
and probate records, church records, census records, and cemetery records at 
‘the State Library in Hartford and at Newtown. 


NORTON 


Now in the Federal Census of 17790 for Newtowm, Fairrield County, Connecti- 
cut, there were only two Nortons heads of-a family there = Philo (also Filo) 
Norton with 4 males over 16, 3 males under 16, and 4 females and Nathan Norton 
with 2 males over 16, 3 males under 16, and 2 females, It was necessary to 
investigate both family groups. 


Philo Norton, b. 24 May 1763, was the son of Dr. Asa and Mabel (Booth) 
Norton of Redding, l’airfield Co., and had the following children born at Newtown 
by his wife Ann Baldwin: 


Carolos Alonzo, 1 Nov. 1724. 

Meriah, 31 Sept. 1786. 

Daniel Sheldon, 10 Apr. 1788. 

Julia Ann, 24 Nov. 1790. 

BELLY, 2. vepL. 1792. 

Nancy Ann, 19 Feb. 1795. 

Leister Leroy, 23 July 1797. 

Eloise, Bapt. 15 Jan. 1800, 

Cornelia® Augusta, Bapt. 21 Dec, 1800. 


So we see that Philo Norton was not the father of our Nathan Norton. Dr. Asa 
Norton can also be eliminated, as his children were: Philo, Sarah, Nathaniel, 
and |sae 


We turn next to Nathan Norton, who looks very much as if he were the 
father or grandfather of our Nathan Norton, The HISTORY OF NEWTOWN, CONNECTICUT, 
by Jane Eliza Johnson (1917) on page 120 states that a Nathan Norton was made 
a Freeman in that tow in 1770,° that is he was entitled to vote, Therefore 
Norton shoudd have been at least 21 years of age in 1770 and was therefore 
born in 1749 or earlier. The Newtcoim Congregational Church records carry the 
marriave of a Nathan Norton to Susenni Barnum 30 Nov. 1769, It is undoubtedly 
their fumily that was listed in Newtow in 179, 


The NOVTOWN LAND iwCORDS, v. 10, p. 272, give Nathan Norton's first purchase 


i ae DE dca take Deprnt mmr oold him 3 acre near 
of land when the Selcetmen of Newtowr on 29 lar, 1771. sold him 3/d Cl 
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Peck both sold small pieces of land to Nathan Norton (L. R., 13-442, 443, 
4jhe) However, on 18 Apr. 1794 Nathan Norton sold a 1/2 acre meadow, southerly 
of his dwelling house, .to Samuel Peck (L. R., 17-427) and on 7 Jime 1704 

(L. R., 18-19) he sold to Samuel Peck for 60 pounds about 2 acres with his 
dwelling house, barn, and shop, As this is Nathan's last land transaction, it 
is highly probable that he moved away about that time. He was not listed in 
Newtown in the Census of 1800. He probably moved to New York State, possibly 
to Delaware County or even to what is not Cortland County. Our Nathan Norton 
was living in Homer, Cortland Co., N. Y., as early as 1825 and was then called 
Nathan Norton, Jr. It looks to me as if the New York State records would have 
to be searched to prove Nathan's parentage. 


As for Revolutionary War service, I have found only one Nathan Norton 
listed with service, COLLECTIONS OF TH CONNECTIC'T HISTORICAL SOCIETY, V. 8, 
pe 3/7, give the following: 


Nathan Norton enlisted 2 Feb. 1776 in Capt. Luther Stoddarda's Gompany, 
the 6th, in Col. Charles Burrell's Battellion, 


There is nothing to indicate or prove that he was Nethan Norton of Newtown, 

In fact, he was pbhobably the Nathan Norton, b. 12 Jan, 1757, at Goshen, Conn, 
son of Elisha, or Nathan, bapt. at Durham, Conn., son of Elihu. There is no 
birth record of any Nathan Norton in Connecticut Vital Records, before that of 
Nathan, b. 1757, Nathan of Newtown, who married in 1769, must have been born 
much earlier, 


McRAY 


In the Census of 1790 there was only one McRay listed in the State of 
Connecticut — James McRay of the town of Feirficld, Feirfield County, with 
2 males over 16, 3 males under 16, and 3 females, This James McRay wes born 
in Fairfield 15 Aug. 1739, son of Hugh and Ann (Speers) McRay. He died there 
15 Jan. 1818. One records says at the age of 74, but in the CONNECTICUT MIRROR, 
issue of 26 Jan, 1818, he is said to have been 70 years old and a Revolutionary 
War Veteran. The ave 70 is correct, 


In CONNECTICUT MEN IN THE R&VOLUTION, p. 67, is the following: 
James Mackray enlisted 15 May 1775 in the 5th Regiment, Col. Water- 
bury, 4th Company, Capt. David Dinion, of Fairfield Cowmty, and 
was discharged 10 Dec. 1775. 


This is the only McRay service recorc that I have found and it is undoubtedly 
the service of James McRay of Fairficld, born 15 Aug. 1739. 

The question nov arises. as to whether our Janes McRay, father of 
Nabby, wife of Nathan Norton, was the James McRay, b. 1739, or his son, . It 
seems to me that it is likely that he was the son,. but he could have been the 
James, b. 1739. So far I have been unable to determiie tlis point. 


The Jemes McRay, b. 1739, is known to have had a wife Sarah------, They 
could heve had 4 son James, who marricd Keziah Stilson., Note that James and 
Keziah had a dauvhter Sally. The Jemes McRay, who married Keziah Stilson, 
undoubtedly murried after Keziah's death, Lois (Peck) Stilson, 
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I have had to go tc the State Library at Hartford twice and to Newtown 
once, as each clue led to furthur research, I realize that you wanted me to 
submit a report after one day's work, but I was sure that you would agree with 


me that further research was amply justified. So I continued with it, 


Lack of vital records and church records during the period in which we 
are interested has made the search difficult and involved, The study of the 
material and the compiling of the data has taken many hours, 


If you wish me to continue, I shall be glad to do so. In that case please 
have Mrs. Duhe send me a list of the children of Nathan and Nabby (McRae) 


Norton, is she has their names, 
The charge is $25. ‘Thank you for your patronge, 


Sincerely yours, 


W.- Hébert Wood 


Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists, 
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166 East Rock Road 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 
10° Merch 1950 


Dear Mrs, Pharr: 


Thank you for your cheque for $25, And I am glad to know that Mrs. Duhe 
was pleased with my report, for I gave “it of my best. 


After combing the Fairfield Land and Probate records, as well as the 
Newton records, and all other available datc, I regret to report that I have 
been unable to prove the identity of the James McRay, who married Keaia 
Stilson. Without proof, we are helpless. And I know of nothing more that can 
be done, 


I think that he was undoubtedly the son of James McRay, the Revolutionary 
soldier, who died at Fairfield 15 Jan. 1818, ae. 70, for tlere were 2 males, 
besides himself, in his family in 1790, who were over 16, One of those two 
could well be your James, But there is nothing to prove it and that is what 
the D. A. R. would demand. 


I looked to see if Benjamin Stilson, father of Kezia (Stilson) McRay, hed 
Revolutionary \iar service, but found none, 


At the State Library in Hartford the Index of Connecticut Revolutionary 
War Archives contained the following references to James McRay of Fairfield: 


McRay, James, Fairfield, tax abated for service in 1775. 6:42, 

McRay, Jaucs, pvt., service 1775. 33969. 
McRey, James, soldier, Fairfield Coast Guard, pay 1780 (?7).36:449. 

I shall be gled to do the work on the Lewis family for you at any time, 


The charge is $7.50. 


Sincerely yours, 


W. I nghert Wood 
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Newtown Land Records, Newtown, Conn. 


Vol. 31, page 510. 14 Feb. 1825 Whereas Nathan Norton, Jr., and Nabby, his 

wife, heir at law of Keziah McRay, who was the wife of James McRay, and one of 
the heirs of Benjamin Stilson, dec'd, late of the tow of Newtown, Fairfield 

Co., Conn., are seized in fee as tenants in common with the other heirs of the 
said Benjamin Stilson, dec'd, of all the real estate of which deceased died 
seized situate in Connecticut, we Nathan Norton, Jr., and Nabby his wife, of 

the town of Homer, Cortland Co., N. ¥., do appoint Jacob Beers, .isq., of Newtown, 
Conn,, our true and lawful attorney. 


ve 31-511, 15 Mar, 1825 whercas we, Ichabod Taylor and Zada Taylor, his wife, 
and ..bizail Stilson, widow of Benjamin Stilson, dec'd, and John S. McRay and 
Sally McRey of the tow of Stamford, Delaware Co., N. ¥., heirs at lew of 
Keziah McRay, dec'd, who was the wife of James McRey, and one of the heirs at 
law of Benjamin Stilson, dec'd, late of the town of Newtown, are seized in fee 
as tenants in com on with the other heirs of Benjamin Stilson, deec'd, (except 
the widow Abigail Stilson, who is entitled to one thiird of all. real and personal 
estate of said Benjamin Stilson, dec'd) do constitute James B. McRay as their 
lawful attorney. 
witnesses: Harry Andrews 

Hezekiah Taylor 


V. 31-159. 24 May 1825 Keziah McRay of Stamford, Delaware Co., N. ¥., for $21.66 
sold to Warren Wallace of Newtown, Conn., 1/6 undivided part about 9 3/4 acres 

in the whole, being all the land distributed to the heirs of Keziah McRay, 

dec'd, late the wife of James McRay, from the estae of her father Renjanin Stilson, 


late of Newtown, dec'd, 


-wit. A. D. Smyth 


Edward (?Doucey) 


Ve 32-527. 16 Oct. 1827 Nathan Norton, Jr., and Nabby Norton, his wife, and 
Molly Stilson, dec'd, late of the tow of Newtown, dec'd, have appointed John 

S. Mchey of Stamfor@, Delaware Co., N. ¥., their lawful attorney to settle all 
demancs, dues, and claims for us in our names belonging to the estate of Molly 
Stilson, dectd, . 

wit. William Mallory 


Ve 32=528, (25 Sept. 1827) Keziah McRay of town of Stamford, Delaware Co., 

NW. X¥., one of the hwful heirs of Molly Stilson, dec'd, late of the town of 
Newtown, Fairfield Co., Conn,, appoints John S._McRay of Stamford, lawful 
attorney to settle all claims, dies, and demands of the estate of Molly Stilson, 
dec'd,. 

wit. D. W. Donald 7 
Ve. 32-528, 12 June 1827 James B. McRay of Tecumseh, Lenawee Co., Mich. territory, 
one of the lawful heirs of Molly Stilson, dec'd, appoints Daniel Peck of Newtown 
lawful attorney. 


Ve 26-744, 22 Mar. 1809 James McRay and his wife Lois, hoth of Newtown, for 
$57.75 sell to Enos Peck and Dan Peck, both of Newtown, all right, title, etc., 
to the homesteed whers Moses Peck, late of Newtowm, dec'd, lately dwelt - 
about 6 acres with a house end barn. flso 16 acres, Also 31/4 acres - all 
of which pieces of land have usually been called the homestead, 
Wit, Elizabeth Fdmond 

William damond 
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Newtown Land Records, Newtowm, Conn, 


v, 26-502, 11 Apr. 1810 James McRay and wife Lois, of Newtown, for 100 
quitclaim to Abel Stilson all r right, title, ‘st Sis ia the lands and buildings 
which were given ven to the said Lois by the lis will and testamant of her late 
husband Hlnatha;a Stilson, dec'd,. 
wit. Isaac Tousey 

Asa Chapman’ 


Fairfield Land Records, Fairfield, Conn. 


— =) 


Ve 24-528, 23 June 1787 Gold Selleck Silliman of Fairfield for 20 shillings 
to James McRay of Fairfield a certain tract whereon the dwelling house of the 
Said James McRay now stands in which he now dwells being in quantity about 30 
rods of Se gee as the same is now enclosed by itself for his garden to be to 
hin the said James McRay for and during the term of his natural life and to 


his wife oe the t term of her natural lit e, if .she.outlive hin, and after their 


decease the same is to be and go to the heirs of the body of sd James from him 
kee 


descendin? so long as he and they shall keep a dwelling house on sd land 

in tenantable repair and them or any of them to dwell in, but whenever sd dwelling 
house shall be decayed or ruined as not to be habitable the said leased premises 
are azain to revert to the said Sillimia and his heirs = Provided nevertheless 
that in case the said James Sg his wife, or children living in sd house 
shall leave and go away y from sd.house then the foregoing lease is to be utterly 


void =-~ paying the seid James McRay, his wife or defendants the value of the 


house. 
wit. Esther Spalding 
Nancy Silliman 
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STILSON 


Benjamin Stilson, d. 4 Jan. 1824, (Newtown Vital Records) 


Newtown Probate File #1850, Distribution of. the estate of Benjamin Stilson, 
late of Newtowm, dec'd, by Daniel Peck and Jacob Beers on 26 Mar, 1825: 


To Abigail Stilson, widow. 
To Mary (Molly) Stilson, daughter. 


To Heirs of Keziah McRay, daughter, and late wife cf 


swaccn J 
James McRav, 


To Zada Taylor, wife of Ichabod Taylor, daughter, 


Newtow Probate File / 1859. Distribution of the estate of Mary (Molly) Stilson, 
late of Newtown, dec'd, by Lamson Birch and Jacob Beers on $ Feb. 1828: 


To heirs and legal representatives of her sister, 
Keziah, dec'd, one piece of land in Newtown at 
Plattshill, bordered-north on the heirs of. sd 
Keziah that they inhcrited from their grandfather, 
Banjamin Stilsone 


To Zada Taylor, wife of Ichabod Taylor, and sister 
to the deceased, 


Molly Stilson, d. 22 Oct. 1826, ae. 62, (Newtown Vital Records) 


Peck 


Lois Peck, b. at Newtow, 26 Jan. 1765, daughter of Moses and Elizabeth 
(Baldwin) Peck; m. (1) Elnathan Stilson; m. (2) James McRay. 


MoRAY 
James McRay, by his wife Keziah Stilson, had the fie cot acer 
James B, Mena, Of Tecumseh, Lenawee Co., Mich., in 1827. 
John S, McRay, Of Stamford, Delaware Co., N. Y., in 1825 & 1827, 
Keziah MoRay, Of Stamford, Delaware Co., N. Y., in 1825 and 1827, 


Sally McRay. Of Stamford in 1825 and Homer, Cortland Co., N. Y. 
in 1827. 


Nabby McRay, be 6 Dec. 1794, m. Nathan Norton, Jr., b. at Newtown, 
WA sJate Liye. .Of Homer, Cortland Co., N. Y., in 
625 and 1827. 
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